HABITAT IN TOWNS
COLLINGWOOD WORLD SUMMIT
REALIZING URBAN SDG;CPI
APPROACH[1]
September 1st & 2nd, 2020
Location: Town of Collingwood, Canada

ON THE OCCASION OF THE CANADIAN CELEBRATION
OF 75TH ANNIVERSARY OF UNITED NATIONS

[1] In 2012, UN-Habitat created the City Prosperity Index (CPI) as a tool to measure the
sustainability of cities. This tool is accompanied by a conceptual matrix, the Wheel of
Urban Prosperity.
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Habitat in towns launch

On February 4th, 2020 the Town of
Collingwood and Urban Economy Forum
announced that Habitat in Towns: World
Collingwood Summit will take place on the 1st
and 2nd of September 2020. The announcement
was made in Collingwood by Dr. Eduardo Lopez
Moreno, Director of Knowledge and Innovation
of UN-Habitat in the presence of the Honorable
Lieutenant Governor of Ontario, Elizabeth
Dowdeswell.
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Statement from Dr.
Eduardo lopez moreno
Honorary chair, Director
of Knowledge and
Innovation of UN-Habitat
and Keynote Speaker (UEF)
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are about people, prosperity, planet, and peace.
Partnerships are key in working towards achieving these goals. In 2015, United Nations Member
States committed to the ambitious but achievable 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,
charting a new path of balance for humanity and the planet to end poverty, reduce inequalities
and address climate change issues.

While some progress has been made in the last five years to achieve these goals, there is still much to do. We
have to think harder, do more, and reach more people. Urbanization has offered great potential to achieve the
SDG goals in the next 10 years. While there has been much focus to achieve SDGs through cities, we must also
consider SDGs in the context of towns and how they can contribute to achieving these goals. The UN
Secretary-General, in September 2019, called on all sectors of society to mobilize for a decade of action on
three levels: global action to secure greater leadership, more resources and smarter solutions for the
Sustainable Development Goals; local action embedding the needed transitions in the policies, budgets,
institutions and regulatory frameworks of governments, cities and local authorities; and people action,
including youth, civil society, the media, the private sector, unions, academia and other stakeholders, to
generate an unstoppable movement pushing for the required transformations.
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The UN Secretary General’s call points towards a great

Today, the CPI is implemented in more than 510 cities all

opportunity to accelerate sustainable solutions to the

over the world; many of them small towns that benefit from

world’s biggest challenges with cities and urbanization as

this global monitoring tool to implement transformative

a new entry point for the 17 Goals. Effective and decisive

actions.

action on sustainable development at the local level,
within all cities and towns, is crucial to the success of

In support of this initiative, the Town of Collingwood,

Agenda 2030.

alongside Urban Economy Forum (UEF) and UN-Habitat, is
launching the Habitat in Towns: Collingwood World Summit.

All cities, small, medium sized or big, are important in

This will be an annual summit to bring towns together and

contributing their efforts and power of imagination to the

create a campaign for towns to exchange ideas and generate

realization of SDGs and make important impacts in the

sustainable responses to achieve SDG targets. This Summit

lives of their residents. It is estimated that half of the

will provide a channel for international dialogue between

world’s urban residents live in towns of less than 50,000

towns to realize SDGs in the urban environment through

inhabitants, and their combined efforts are needed to

knowledge sharing networks and best practices learning.

make a global transformative change.
Habitat in Towns: Collingwood World Summit recognizes the
Cities and towns face similar challenges, such as

importance of implementing SDGs in urban environments at

affordable housing, inequalities, climate change, urban

different scales, and the need to develop cooperative efforts.

sprawl, and exposure to unsustainable practices. Towns

This summit will create many opportunities, for example to

must examine the same challenges but through a

enhance resources and collaborative efforts related to urban

different lens to create their own ideas and solutions.

assessment,

While towns have the opportunity to be proactive and

opportunities, and showcase the importance of livable towns,

get ahead of problems that now plague our cities, they

for families, particularly women and youth.

sustainable

development

and

investment

lack the benefits privileged to cities: access to financial
resources and institutional capacities. This inhibits a

As Honorary Chair of Habitat in Towns, I encourage all

town’s ability to better understand the challenges as well

towns’ mayors, councilors, and urban practitioners to

as

holistic

participate in the inaugural Habitat in Towns: Collingwood

perspective, and to take advantage of the smaller size

World Summit, on the occasion of World Habitat Day. This is

its

comparative

advantages

from

a

and flexibility to deal with problems.

a great opportunity to ensure that towns become part of the
sustainable development movement and contribute to the

UN-Habitat is the custodian agency of SDG11 – make

world’s goal to realize SDGs.

cities inclusive, safe, resilient, and sustainable – and the
focal point for the New Urban Agenda, including global
monitoring for progress.
UN-Habitat aims to provide the necessary tools and
resources to municipalities at all scales to realize their
full potential and avoid unintended consequences. For
that purpose, UN-Habitat has created the City Prosperity
Initiative (CPI) to assess the state of cities and towns to
help them monitor the impact of their policies.
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Co-Chairs statements

Brian Saunderson,
Mayor of Collingwood
and Opening address for Habitat in Towns

The world is facing many challenges: climate change, pollution in our oceans and waterways, rising inequalities,
urban sprawl, and many other threats to our quality of life. These are not just problems for one country or one city
but are challenges for all of humanity. It is a serious challenge for all our habitats and our environment; from small
settlements to metropolitan cities. No human habitat can say it is a in a safe area and unaffected by climate change.
On the other hand, we’ve recently had a great achievement – the internet. It is a very fast and efficient
communication tool that acts like a global public broadcasting system for the world.

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development was adopted by all United Nations Member States in 2015. This
agenda, also known as the Sustaianble Development Goals, is aimed at achieving peace and prosperity for all
people and our planet, for now and into the future. In 2015 the member states and governments collectively
promised each other to realize 17 Sustainable Development Goals and 169 targets over the next 15 years. This is a
governmental promise.
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But who will want to realize this? We have already passed 5 years since the adoption of the 2015 agenda, and we
believe the achievement so far has not been that much. We need to rethink our actions. We need to change our
strategy. And we need to come together and rededicate ourselves with a new sense of unity to establish a world
movement where sustainable development is our priority.
We believe towns and cities are important as natural habitat for human beings. When it comes to the SDGs, it is clear
that not all towns have the same resources, possibilities or abilities to work at the same pace. Some are more
ambitious while others are more innovative. The pioneer towns in sustainable urban development will push and lead
this Agenda and provide an example for towns in need of support. Hence, we believe we need to create a campaign
with a specific audience at each scale. We are now creating an initiative that includes world’s town leaders.
With this in mind, we are launching “Habitat in Towns: Collingwood World Summit” on the occasion of World Habitat
Day to create a campaign for towns and municipalities to exchange best practices and create achievable targets for
the future. Towns can learn from each other, both failures and successes, and provide a venue for international
dialogue for the realization of SDGs.

Reza Pourvaziry
Urban Economy Forum Chair
and Keynote Speaker at Habitat in Towns
Everyone can share anything, which has also increased the level of democracy.
The internet has helped the world to experience very rapid social transformation and fundamental changes in our
behaviour. Humans’ actions and behaviors have intended, and often, unintended consequences. The implications of a
wrong decision by one can create impacts for all. If a country has leaders who make mistakes in their management style,
or management of the economy or the environment the impact can be felt at times on the entire world population.
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We are honoured to invite all the mayors and town leaders of the world to come together to the first annual summit in the
Town of Collingwood to share their valuable experience with their colleagues. We hope this will lay a foundation for future
summits, to enhance cultural exchange and strengthen inter-town relationships. Towns may even become ‘Town-mates’
with each other and this could help in their quest for urban harmony and economic prosperity.
Our vision for this important initiative, in several years from now, is to have mayors and towns approach central
governments to acquire more resources based on the resolutions agreed upon at the Habitat in Towns: Collingwood World
Summit and will be internationally agreed upon. The resolutions will help to create a strong global network for town mayors
to realize Sustainable Development Goals. Through this initiative, Collingwood will have an international stature on the
world map for leading the realization of SDGs.
The Town of Collingwood is a beautiful place located at the base of the Niagara Escarpment between the hills of Blue
Mountains and the shores of Georgian Bay where four significant watersheds empty into the Collingwood Harbour. It is a
place where the abundance of nature is accessible and on display all year round making it a recreational playground for
local residents and tourists. Collingwood’s picturesque downtown offers a historic and rustic experience as you walk
through the Town’s core. Collingwood understands and appreciates the importance of its location and natural assets and is
working hard to be a leader in sustainable development making it a great place to host this international summit.
Collingwood recognizes the challenges

of sustainable development in all its forms - social, economic and

environmental - and is honoured to host Habitat in Towns: Collingwood World Summit.
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Steering committee
co-chair's statement

Anantha Krishnan
Steering Committee Chair

Fareed Amin
Former CAO of Town of Collingwood and
Keynote Speaker

Different scales and stages of urbanization have different needs. Smaller human habitats may not face
the same challenges as cities and metropolises, but all have the common agenda of building a prosperous
and livable town. What we need is a common but differentiated approach. Sometimes working in towns
that already have a clear roadmap for sustainable urbanization is easier because the problems are clearly
understood, and in other cases it can be a challenge because resources are very limited or priorities are
yet to be mapped. It is important to balance the needs, the challenges, the opportunities, and the dreams
together. This will require complex but necessary dialogue among the inhabitants and decision-makers to
determine the correct criteria.
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We need to start dialogues relevant to towns, to understand the opportunities and benefits as well as the
challenges. For small towns, there is a very sensitive balance between needs and resources, emigration from or
immigration to town(s) that will happen due to how one understands the situation and opportunities of space and
livelihoods. It has been said that migration is an expression of the human aspiration for dignity, safety and a better
future.
The Collingwood Summit seeks to bring together leaders of towns to help understand long-term solutions that
focus on addressing urban infrastructure and services challenges – affordable and social housing, quality education
and health services, vibrant culture, robust and green public transport and transportation infrastructure, simple
access to basic utilities, and social cohesion across communities.
It is our hope that annual summits can help cities prepare for these challenges with a roadmap for towns to address
them during this decade, which can be accelerated by leveraging greater public-private collaboration.

SUSTAINABLE LIVING IS A LIFESTYLE THAT ATTEMPTS TO REDUCE AN INDIVIDUAL’S OR SOCIETY’S USE
OF EARTH’S NATURAL RESOURCES AND PERSONAL RESOURCES.

What is also key to achieving the SDGs is the transition to sustainable patterns of consumption. We believe that
our lifestyles are at the core to realizing the Sustainable Development Goals. As citizens, families, women, and
youth, we all have a real golden opportunity to move towards sustainable lifestyles. Towns and cities must enable
its inhabitants to make this behavioural change. Incorporating sustainability into our lifestyle means becoming
aware of the impact of our choices in food, products, and energy use. This will also depend on the availability of
sustainable products and production. The town leaders and the executive management must become examples in
sustainable town development.
We are honoured to invite Town Leaders to join us to talk about and exchange information on practical projects
and their valuable experience to create an international network for achieving sustainable development in towns.
Town of Collingwood is the host of “Habitat in Towns: Collingwood World Summit”. As a town, Collingwood plays
its part in the world to contributing to a more sustainable future.
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Introdution

The world is now predominantly urban. By 2050, it is

When developing metropolises and capitals, we are faced with

estimated that two-thirds of all humanity - 6.5 billion

complex multi-dimensional problems. These problems are

people, will be living in urban areas. We are faced with

difficult to understand and are better understood by

serious challenges in urban development that are related

simplifying these complex challenges to a comprehendible one.

to urban governance, city leadership, sustainability in

Towns still have this opportunity to analyze each problem

urban development, access to methods and tools, and

within the context of a clear subject and less interaction with

knowledge.

other problems. Their challenges are more independent.

We are also faced with the serious dimension of climate

Therefore, to realize Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs),

change. We used to read about climate change in books,

towns have a key role to play. They can work toward

we hear about it in the news, and now we are faced with it

implementing SDGs based on their scale and population. Towns

in reality, impacting our lives, and very soon it will change

can have common priorities and objectives about their present

our lifestyle.

and future.

In the process of urbanization, the role of towns in the

One of the most important concepts to consider is the social

world is important because in many countries and

relationship of citizens and other elements of society. For

societies, towns are centrally placed in the process of

example, families and women in particular,

urbanization and climate change. They are faced with all

potential to impact their town’s development; youth being one

the same problems as our metropolitan cities, but at a
different scale.
Towns have many opportunities to solve these problems
within their own context. These opportunities can create a
great change and a transformational movement in the
world.
We believe we can begin this transition starting with
towns.

have

great

of the major resources to influence change.
Even though local governments are increasingly being
recognized for their accomplishments as champions for
sustainable development, they require capacity and resources
to ensure that further urban development is well-organized and
equitable. Whether or not towns and local governments are
sufficiently empowered will determine whether the SDGs
succeed or fail.

PAGE 11

Habitat in towns

Habitat in Towns is an international gathering for
mayors and town councillors, urban practitioners and
those in academia to share their practices about
sustainability and how they are faced with problems
of non-sustainable aspects of cities and towns. In
Habitat in Towns, we will talk about livelihoods and
lifestyles and how, based on good practices, we can
create transformation toward sustainability.

Urban Economy Forum (UEF), in collaboration with
UN-Habitat and the Town of Collingwood, will try to
establish the World Secretariat for Habitat in Towns.
Habitat in Towns will encourage central
governments, international agencies, and the private
sector to support town and city leaders in this process.
We strongly believe that nations must invest in this
process to secure a sustainable future.

Habitat in Towns will try to create synergies to work
together to increase efficiency. Town leaders by
coming together at the Habitat in Towns summit will
work towards promising next steps in different areas
and themes to create a campaign to realize SDGs at
the local level.

While Habitat in Towns is an annual gathering, at the
town level, it is also a day-to-day program and
campaign to realize Sustainable Development Goals.
The Town of Collingwood, the host city in
collaboration with UN-Habitat- Urban Economy
Forum, is honoured to invite all the city leaders, town/
urban managers, and relevant stakeholders to come
together and join in this international initiative.

This Annual Collingwood World Summit, Habitat in
Towns, will encourage all town leaders to elaborate
and exchange their experiences about transition
towards sustainability based on urban assessments.
They will come together to create a world databank
for urban assessments and evaluate their progress
based on the City Prosperity Initiative Platform (CPI).
As a symbolic measure they will be encouraged to
realize sustainable development goals incrementally
10% per year.

This is our statement as well as an invitation from key
partners, to the world’s towns.
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THEMES

1

Urban Assessment towards realizing Sustainable Development Goals
Urban assessment is an important path toward sustainable development. City
Prosperity Index is one of the main tools to evaluate a city's progress on the base of
SDGs. It can help to address the challenges that towns face and to recognize priority
programs that towns should follow. Understanding the

methods

and

tools

for

measuring and evaluating SDGs is crucial. This is the first step towards implementing
SDGs, particularly SDG11: sustainable and resilent cities and communities.

2

Sustainable Resources, Urban Economy, Municipal Finance, and Investment
Opportunities
One of the main issues for most municipalities is access to financial resources. Cities need
financial sources to support sustainable programs. Thus, urban economy is one of the most
important components of SDG11. Urban economy progress must be clearly monitored and the
best strategy should be defined accordingly.

Families: Women and Youth as a fundamental component for Sustainable Town
Development

3

Women and girls represent half of the urban population and, consequently, they contain
half of the cities' potential. Gender equality, in addition to being a human right, is vital to
acheive nonviolent societies and full human capacity and resources to move toward
sustainable development. Moreover, any society needs empowered women to achieve
economic prosperity, justice, or developed urban areas. It is also essential for women to
achieve equal opportunities in access to urban developmental benefits. Finally, women
have an essential role in the family and community. They can deeply influence a change in
lifestyle, which is an important factor to realize SDGs.

4

Impacts of Covid-19 on Town Development and Sustainability
Covid-19 has created an unprecedented challenge for our urban centres and towns may be
among the hardest hit due to their demographics and lack of resources. Understanding how
towns can become more resilient and self-reliant is crucial. This is especially important to
reduce negative consequences from unexpected events, such as Covid-19 or other disasters.
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Program
DAY 1
Opening
Keynote Speakers
Speakers
Breakout sessions

DAY 2
Breakout sessions &
Speakers cont.
Resolution Drafting

Habitat in Towns will present its resolution to the 75th
General Assembly of the United Nations

Audience
Mayors and Town Leaders
Councillors
National and Sub-national Governments

registration
Regular: March 16 – July 25: $250
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TIMELINE
AUG 14th

Deadline for Towns’ to submit presentations, practices, programs
or projects

AUG 21st

Registration Deadline

AUG 31st

Town of Collingwood Virutal Tour

SEPT 1st &

Habitat in Towns World Summit

2nd
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CALL FOR PRESENTATIONS

At Habitat in Towns, mayors will come together to discuss, collaborate, and
share ideas and practices on the four themes listed above. It is important that
towns share their ideas and procedures to identify good practices and share
these with other towns. Through good engagement, towns can learn from
each other and create clear actions to ensure towns continue to evolve their
economy in a sustainable manner that benefits their residents. Mayors and
councilors are encouraged to participate through methods that do not require
use of unsustainable materials (eg. paper)
Criteria for submission materials or article:
-Submission deadline is July 30th
¨Submitted in the following format: Written Paper/ Article (see below), Video/
Film (5 minutes), Digital Poster or other visual presentation (no limits)
¨ All submissions must include an abstract (250 words max) including 3-5
keywords and be related to one of the four themes listed above
¨ Written papers must be max 12 pages, including references, tables/charts,
and keywords. Max word count is 5000 words. Font 12-point Times New
Roman Paragraph Single-spaced Margin Normal (Top: 2.54 cm, Bottom: 2.54
cm; Left: 3.18cm, Right: 3.18cm)
¨ Submit abstract and other documents to: habitatintowns@ueforum.org
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International Secretariat
York University
137 Health Nursing &
Environmental Studies Building rm. 263,
4700 Keele St, Toronto, ON
Canada M3J 1P3
Contact: Alex Venuto
Phone: 204-799-3774
Email: alex.venuto@ueforum.org

National Secretariat
Town of Collingwood
97 Hurontario St.,
Collingwood, ON
Canada L9Y 3Z5
Contact: Christa Carter
Phone: 705-445-1030 ext. 3274
Email: ccarter@collingwood.ca

